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FROM THE BOOKSHELF 10. 156 AUGUST 31, 1976 
JOHN ALCERT 


"CouRTS OF TETROR" BY TELFORD TAYLOR 


THE VOICE OF ANERICA BRINGS YOU ANOTHER IN THE \VEEKLY 
SERIES ... FROM THE CootsurL Fr ... A SERIES IN WHICH WE 
REPORT ON BOOKS AMERICAS ARE READING. TODAY, JOHT?! 
ALGERT'S REPORT ON "COURTS OF TERPOR" BY TELFORD TAYLOR, 
PUBLISHED BY ALFRED A, KNOPF. 


HERE IS BOOK EDITOR 


TELFORD TAYLOR IS AN ANERICAN LAYER WHO ACHIEVED 

MAJOR PROMINENCE AS Of OF THE U.S. PROSECUTORS AT THE 
NURENCERG VAR CRINES TRIALS OF NAZI LEADERS IN 1946. 

THIS BOOK DESCRIGES A PROJECT \IHICH HE AND SEVERAL OTHER 
AHERICAN LANTYYERS UNDERTOOK AS PRIVATE CITIZENS <= WITHOUT 
GOVERNIENT ASSISTAI'CE OR PUBLICITY -= A PROJECT DEALING 


WITH SOVIET CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND JE''ISH EMIGRATION. 


TAYLOR AHD HIS COLLEAGUES ATTEMPTED TO VORK FULLY WITHIN 
THE SOVIET LEGAL SYSTEM AND TO POLI!T OUT, IN PETITIONS 
TO SOVIET AUTHORITIES, ON BEHALF OF THEIR CLIENTS, AND 
THROUGH OTHER MEANS, THAT TRIALS OF \IOULD-BE EMIGRANTS 
VIOLATED THE VERY SOVIET LEGAL CODE THAT, ON PAPER, 


PROVIDES SAFEGUARDS AtHID RIGHTS FOR THE ACCUSED. 


It} SHORT, TAYLOR AND HIS GROUP TRIED TO I10VE THE SOVIET 
LEGAL SYSTEM TOWARD CORRECTIVE ACTION IN INOIVIDUAL CASES, 
AND IN PRIVATE. THE TELFC2D GROUP DOUBTED THAT THEIR 
UNDERTAKING WOULD ELICIT ADMISSIONS OF ABUSE BY SOVIET 


JURISTS. BUT THEY DID FEEL THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
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PUBLICITY ON THE ELACORATE CASZS THEY COLLECTED AND 
RECONSTRUCTED, JUST HIGHT PERSUADE THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES 


TO SHOW LENIENCY AND GIVE REDRESS. 


THE BOOK IS A SAD TESTIMONIAL TO THE FAILURE OF THEIR 
MISSION. ONLY IN ONE OF THE 19 CASES EXAMINED -=- PERHAPS 
THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY ONE -- WAS THE DEFENDANT GIVEN A 
REDUCED SENTENCE. THAT HAPPENED JUST BEFORE THE BOOK 
APPEARED. AND THE DEFENDANT WAS PERMITTED TO EMIGRATE | 
TO ISRAEL. TAYLOR THINKS HIS GROUPS EFFORTS MAY HAVE 
HELPED. THE DEFENDANT, A CARPENTER NAMED PINKHAS PINKHASOV 
FROM DERDENT, Til THE DAGESTAN AUTONOHOUS SOVIET SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC, HAD NEVER ENGAGED II! ANY DISSIDENT ACTIVITY OR 
EVEN WRITTEN A LETTER OF PROTEST. HIS ONLY OFFENSE WAS 
TO APPLY FOR EMIGRATION TO ISRAEL. HE WAS ARRESTED AND 
ACCUSED OF OVERPRICIiIG HIS SERVICES AS A CARPENTER AND 
DECEPTION OF CUSTOIIERS. HIS TRIAL WAS HELD BEFORE A 
PROFESSIONAL JUDGE AND T''0 "PEOPLE'S ASSESSORS." ONE OF 
THE ASSESSORS, RIYA MISHAYEVA, VAS A JEWISH WOHAN, WHO 
HERSELF LATER EMIGRATED TO ISRAEL. FROM HER, THE TELFORD 
GROUP OBTAINED INFORMATION THAT NONE OF THE PROSECUTIOM?! 
WITNESSES HAD CONFIRNED THE CHARGES AND THAT NONE OF 

THE DEFENSE WITNESSES HAD GEEN ALLOWED TO TESTIFY. THE 
SENTENCE WAS FIVE YEARS, CUT THE PRISONER WAS RELEASED 


EARLIER. THE DEFENSE LAWYER REFUSED TO APPEAL. 


NOT ALL THE CASES THE LAI'YERS INVESTIGATED WERE AS CLEAR 


VIOLATIONS OF THE SOVIET LEGAL CODE, AS WAS THE CASE OF 


PINKHASOV. OR THAT OF ALEXANDER FELDMAN IN KIEV WHO WAS 
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epiten| accuses OF ‘MALICIOUS HOOLIGAMISH( FOR ALLEGEDLY KNOCKING 


CCONT) 
rel CAKE OUT OF A ‘'OHMAT!'S HANDS. [TayLor AND HIS COLLEAGUES 


“ALSO INVESTIGATED THO LENINGRAD HIJACKING TRIALS, AT 
A TINE WHEN THERE VERE NO SOVIET CRIMINIAL STATUTES 
SPECIFICALLY APPLICABLE TO HIJACKING. CHARGES OF TREASON, 
THEFT OF STATE PROPERTY ON A LARGE SCALE, AS WELL AS 
ANTI-SOVIET AGITATIO! AND PROPAGANDA, WERE BROUGHT AGAINST 
DEFENDAI!TS WHO HAD NOT ACTUALLY CARRIED OUT THE PLANNED 


HIJACKING ATTERPT. 


TELFOROD TAYLOR MAKES A SPETIAL POINT ABOUT THE TREATHENT 
OF THE DEFENDAMTS IN PRISO:?, WHERE THEY WERE SUBJECTED TO 
SERIOUS HARASSIHIENT BY FORHER MAZI SYMPATHIZERS AND EVEN 
GERMAN NAZIS THEMSELVES WHO HELD PRIVILEGED POSITIONS 


UNDER THE EYES OF THE CAIIP ADHMINISTRATIO?. 


TAYLOR AND HIS COLLEAGUES, WITH THE HELP OF RUSSIAN 
LINGUISTS AND HARVARD UMIVERSITY SPECIALISTS ON THE SOVIET 
PENAL SYSTEM, CAREFULLY PREPARED THEIR ANALYSES. THEY COULD 
NOT REPRESENT THE DEFENDAI:TS DIRECTLY. THERE IS NO 

BASIS IN SOVIET LEGAL PROCEDURE FOR THAT. BUT THEY DID 
GET AFFIDAVITS FROM THE DEFENDANTS! RELATIVES IN ISRAEL. 
IT HAPPENED THAT THE SOVIET PROCURATOR GENERAL, WHO HAS 
SUPERVISORY POWER OVER PROSECUTORS AND THE AOMINISTRATION 
OF LABOR CAHPS AND PRISO!HS, YAS ROMAN RUDENKO. RODENKO 
VAS THE CHIEF SOVIET PROSECUTOR AT THE NUREMBURG TRIAL, 
AND THUS WAS PERSONALLY KHON TO TELFORD TAYLOR, THE 

BOOK DESCRIBES TAYLOR'S VISITS TO THE SOVIET UNION AND 
CORDIAL CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN HIM AND RUDENKO, WHO 


AGREED TO RECEIVE AND STUDY THE PETITIONS. BUT WHEN THEY 
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WERE DELIVERED, AFTER HNONTHS OF PAINSTAKING AND HARD WORK, 
THERE VAS UTTER SILEIICE. TIE LACK OF RESPONSE CAUSED THE 
AUTHOR AND HIS COLLEAGUES TO GO PUBLIC. THEY HELD A NEWS 
CONFERENCE AND ATTEMPTED TO PUBLICIZE THE PLIGHT OF 


VIOULD-CDE JEWISH EMIGRANTS. 


AS TAYLOR NOTES: "IT IS TRUE, OF COURSE, THAT IN 
COMMUNIST SOCIETIES LA‘! IS REGARDED AS AN ARM OF POLITICAL 
POLICY, RATHER THA! A BODY OF PRINCIPLES INDEPENDENT OF 
THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. BUT DESPITE THIS VERY DIFFERENT 
CONCEPT OF THE FUNCTIOt OF LA\!, RUSSIAN LAWYERS ARE NOT 
WITHOUT PRIDE IN THE NATURE AND QUALITY OF THEIR 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM. PERHAPS OUR GROUP WAS WRONG TO HOPE THAT 
THIS PRIDE, COUPLED WITH RELUCTANCE TO HAVE THESE ABUSES 
EXPOSED, WOULD PROMPT CORRECTIVE ACTION. IF SUCH HOPES 
REMAIN UNFULFILLED, AT LEAST OUR EFFORTS PAID TO THEIR 
PLIGHT, AND BECOME A PART OF THE RECORD ON WHICH THE 


SOVIET JUDICIAL SYSTEIt ILL CE JUDGED." 


YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA WEEKLY 
PROGRAM, FROM THE BOOKSHELF, IN WHICH WE REPORT ON BOOKS 
AMERICANS ARE READING. TODAY'S SELECTION WAS COURTS QF 
TERROR BY TELFORD TAYLOR. JOIN US AGAIN NEXT WEEK.. 


CAT THIS TIME) FOR ANOTIITR SELECTION FROM THE BOOKSHELF. 
THIS IS ; 


if i ie 


VUL/PY 


